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of the world. Neither of them can be neglected. They are insepar- 
ably connected, and they are mutually sustaining. To ignore God’s 
Word, leads inevitably to the corruption of his Church and the dese- 
cration of his day; and the corruption of his Church leads, in like 
manner, to the obscuring of his Word, and to disregarding the ordin- 
ance of the Sabbath. ‘These are divine institutions; they rest on an 
immutable foundation. They need not the support of human legisla- 
tion. God’s Word is imperishable, God’s Church is imperishable, and 
God’s Day is imperishable. So long as Christians exist on the earth 
who believe that Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, rose on the 
first day of the week, it never can fail that they will meet together to 
adore his name, to proclaim his truth, and to urge their fellow-men to 
receive Him as God manifest in the flesh, their Saviour and their ever- 
lasting portion. All that we need, brethren, either for the Word of 
God, or for the Church of God, or for the Day of God, from human 
legislation, is simply protection—that these great institutions shall not 
be impeded, shall not be in any way suppressed or interfered with by 
the wickedness of man. All we ask is freedom—freedom for the Word, 
freedom for the Church, and freedom for Christians for the faithful ob- 
servance of the holy day that God has appointed for his service. The 
two foundations on which, therefore, all these institutions rest for their 
perpetuity and their usefulness, are, as we all recognize, the ever-pre- 
sent, the almighty, and, therefore, adi-sufjicient influence of God’s Spirit, 
and the continued efficiency, activity and devotedness of God’s people. 
In the economy of God for the salvation of men, these are alike essen- 
tial; and it is the object of this Convention, as we have just heard, to 
rouse the people of God to put forth for the support of his day, that 
activity, and devotedness, and the use of those appropriate means 
which they employ for the support of his Church and for the propaga- 
tion of his Word. ' 


The Rey. Sevan B. Treat, of Boston, Mass., moved the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to nominate permanent Officers of the Conven- 
tion, and the Rev. 8. B. Treat, the Hon. James W. Beekman of N.Y., 
Rev. E. E. L. Taylor, D. D., of N. Y., Rev. Joseph T. Smith, D. D., 
of Maryland, and Rev. Edward Kempshall of New Jersey, were so 
appointed, and reported the following :— 


President : 


Hon. Wituram W. Exisworrn, of Connecticut. 


Vice Presidents : 
Hon. Wm. C. Alexander, of New Jersey. te 
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Hon. S. R. Betts, of New York. 

Hon. Erastus Fairbanks, of Vermont. 

Hon. William B. Ogden, of Illinois, 

Hon. Peter Parker, M. D., of the Dis. of Col. 
Hon. James M. Wayne, of Georgia. 

Benj. E. Bates, Esq., of Massachusetts. 


Secretaries : 


Prof. Edward North, of New York. 
Rey. T. H. Hawks, of Ohio. 
Rey. M.S. Riddell, of New Jersey. 


The Presipent was conducted to the chair by David Hoadley, Esq., 
of New York, and addressed the Convention with earnest eloquence in 
Vindication of the Sabbath as the pillar of Christianity ; the great 
security of the State; the peace of families; founded alike in the com- 
mand of God and in the physical and moral necessities of our nature. 
In terms of blended patriotism and piety he expressed his love for the 
Puritan Sabbath, and illustrated its benefits to New England and the 


nation. 


Prayer was offered by the Rry. J. Hawzs, D. D., of Connecticut. 


Wm. E. Donex, Esq., of New York, moved the appointment of a 
Business Committee, and the Chair nominated Wm. E. Dodge; T. P. 
Handy, Esq., of Ohio; Abner Kingman, Esq., of Mass.; Nathan 
Bishop, LL. D., of New York; Rev. P. H. Fowler, D. D., of New 
York; Hon. James Brewster, of Connecticut; Rev. M. L. R. P. 
Thompson, of Ohio; Rev. H. D. Ganse, of New York ; and Rev. N. G. 
Spalding, of Saratoga. 

On motion of the Hon. J. W. Brzxman, of New York, the Secretaries 
were requested to prepare a list of the members of the Convention, and 
the following names were enrolled. [Large numbers were in attend- 
ance on the several Sessions of the Convention whose names were not 
reported to the Secretaries, and hence are not recorded. | 


MAINE. 
A. F. Beard, Bath. 


VERMONT. 
Rey. E, H. Byington, Windsor Rey. J. W. Hough, Williston 
“ James Douglas, Rutland Franklin Felton, Vermont 


« Bostwick Hawley, D.D., Castleton J. H. Hale, Barre 


Rey. 
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RHODE 
W. P. Doe, Providence 


ISLAND. 
C. E. Fisher, Providence 


William I. King, Providence. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


. L. H, Cone, Chicopee 


P. B. Davis, Sharon 

Mark Hopkins, D.D., Williams Col. 
E. Russell, D.D., East Randolph 
D, Sanford, Midway 

R.A. Storrs, D.D., Braintree 
Sélah B. Treat, D.D., Boston 
Francis Warriner, Chester 

J. W. Wellman, Newton 


Lorenzo Carter, Chester 

Joseph A. Denerey, Leicester 

E. G. Emory, Dorchester 

Abner Kingman, Boston 

Frederick Scudder, Hyannis 

Hon. Edward Southworth, W. Spring- 
field 

Hon, Sam’l Williston, East Hampton 

E, Frank Wood, Dorchester. 


CONNECTICUT. 


. Alvan Bond, D.D., Norwich 


S. B. Grant, D.D., New London 
Joel Hawes, D.D., Hartford 

H. C. Haydn, West Meriden 
W. A. Hyde, Greenwich. 

E. M. Jerome, West Meriden 
Chas. E. Lindsley, Southport 


Rey. E. D. Murphy, Avon 
“ §. D. Phelps, D.D., New Haven 
“Moses Smith, Plainville 
« M. Meier Smith, D.D., Bridgeport 
C. W. Adams, Thompsonville 
James Brewster, New Hayen 
Hon. W. W. Ellsworth, Hartford 


E, B. Jennings, New London. 


NEW YORK. 


. Sam’l Baker, D.D., Williamsburgh 


8. Bayliss, Brooklyn 

Seth Bliss, New York 

L. Bowdish, Afton, Chenango Co, 

Wm. Ives Budington, D.D., Brook- 
lyn 

R. W. Condit, D.D., Oswego 

R. S. Cook, New York 

Dan’l G. Corey, D.D., Utica 

Howard Crosby, D.D., New York 

Theo, L. Cuyler, Brooklyn 

O. E. Daggett, D.D., Canandaigua 

Chas. C. Darling, New York 

O, H. P. Deyo, New Paltz Landing 

Anson Dubois, Schenectady 

P. H. Fowler, D.D., Utica 

H. D. Ganse, New York 

N. W. Goertner, D.D., Hamilton 
College 

8. H. Hall, D.D., Owego 


Hon. S. R. Betts, New York 

N. Bishop, LL.D., eh 

Prof. Vincent Botta, “ 

C. D. W. Bridgman, Albany 

O. Bronson, M.D., New York 

T. L. Carson, Syracuse 

Sheldon Clark, Saratoga Springs 
Stephen Cutter, New York 

Rob’t H. Davis, Saratoga Springs 
William E. Dodge, New York 
Fred. G, Foster, « 

John Henry Foy, se 
William Green, Saratoga Springs 
John V. Griswold, Schenectady 
D. F. Hallock, New Village, L. L 
David Hoadley, New York 

Rice Hulin, Saratoga Springs 

E. J. Huling, ss 

E. F. Hunt, New Lebanon Springs 
Stephen Ives, Batavia 


Rey. 
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R. C. Hand, Brooklyn 

J. R. Herrick, Malone 

Jos, Holdich, D.D., New York 

John McClellan Holmes, Brooklyn 

Prof. A. C. Kendrick, D.D., Roches- 
ter 

J, A, Lansing, D.D., Catskill 

Aaron L, Lindsley, South Salem 

G, M. McEckron, Poughkeepsie 

E. L. Magoon, D.D., Albany 

Wm. W. Newell, D.D., New York 

J. Lansing Pearse, Albany 

Alexander Proudfit, Saratoga 

Prof, Henry B. Smith, D.D., New 
York 

N. G. Spalding, Saratoga 

Andrew Stevenson, New York 

C. S. Stewart, D.D., U. S. N: 

C. F. E. Stohlmann, D.D., N. York 

E, E, L. Taylor, D.D., Brooklyn 

John Thompson, Hartford 

C. W. Waterhouse, Mount Vernon 

John Wayland, D.D., Saratoga Sp. 

R. B. Welch, Clifton Park 

Erskine N. White, New Rochelle 

John Woodbridge, Saratoga Sp’gs 

Dennis Wortman, Jr., Brooklyn, 
E. D. 


Abraham Barber, Poughkeepsie 
Hon, J. W. Beekman, New York 
Chas. E, Wilbour, New York. 


Moses Johnson, M.D., Saratoga 

Abraham G. Lansing, Schuylerville 

Julian Lansing, Lishaskill 

Hinton 8, Loyd, Waterford 

Thos. Loyd, Jr., Williamsbridge 

Philip H. McOmber, Saratoga 

Prof. Oran W. Morris, New York 

Egron Morse, Saratoga Springs 

D. F. Newton, New York 

Prof. Edward North, Hamilton College, 
New York 

Prof. Williard Parker, M.D., New York 

J. Lansing Pearse, Bethlehem 

George D, Phelps, New York 

Wm. Phelps, New York 

Jacob A. Prime, Troy 

Alexander Rankin, New York 

Reuben W. Ropes, Brooklyn 

A. W. Sawyer, Saratoga Springs 

L. A. Sawyer, Brooklyn, L, IL. 

Smith Sheldon, New York 

Albert Smith, M.D., New Rochelle 

J. E, Southworth, Brooklyn, L. I. 

Hon, Israel S, Spencer, Syracuse 

Frederick Starr, Rochester 

John Stule, Greenwich 

J. H. Thorp, Brooklyn 

Allen Traver, Claverack 

G. B. Wallace, Troy 

Norman White, New York 


NEW JERSEY. 


Rey. Alfred Chester, Elizabeth 


“e 


“ 


“ 


“ 


“ 


“ 


o 


ce 


E. R. Craven, D.D., Newark 

James Demarest, Jr., “ 

Lewis R. Dunn, Morristown 

J. S. Gallagher, Bloomfield 

Abraham Gosman, D.D., Lawrence- 
ville 

S. M. Hamill, Lawrenceville 

Prof. Chas. Hodge, D.D., Princeton 

Prof. C, Wistar Hodge, a 


Rey. V. Le Roy Lockwood, Rahway 
“ James M. McDonald, D.D., Prince- 
ton 
Thornton A, Mills, Newark 
«“ M.S. Riddell, New Brunswick 
Hon. Wm. C. Alexander, Princeton 
Aaron Coe, Newark 
Hon. D. S. Gregory, Jersey City 
James B. Hay, Newark 
Hon. Peter P. Runyon, New Brunswick. 


= 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Rey. Thos. Brainard, D.D., Philadelphia Rev. T. H. Stockton, D.D., Philadelphia 


“ 


Jonathan Edwards, D.D., “ 


Il urdett Hart, Philadelphia 
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Rev. William Mann, D.D., vz William Stiles, M. D., Philadelphia 
«. Jeremiah Miller, z George H. Stuart, es 
“ Prof. Philip Schaff, D.D., Mercers- John Lewis Van Tine 
burgh 
MARYLAND. 


Rey, Joseph T. Smith, D.D., Baltimore. 


DELAWARE, 


Governor William Cannon, Bridgeville. 


DISTRICT COLUMBIA, 
Rey. Peter Parker, M.D., Washington. 


GEORGIA. 


Hon, James M. Wayne. 


OHTO. 
Rey. Theron H. Hawks, Cleveland Rey, M. L. R. P. Thompson, D.D., Cin- 
«James M. Hoyt, As cinnati 
rs. so akage: vt « Wm. W. Williams, Toledo 
“ Sylvester F. Scovel, Springfield “ William Young, Paineville 


T. P. Handy, Cleveland. 


ILLINOIS. 


Rey. J. H. Trowbridge, Chicago G. C. Cook, Chicago 
Hon, William B, Ogden, Chicago. 


CANADA WEST. 


Rey. R. V. Rogers, Kingston, 


The Ruy. R. S. Coox, Secretary of the N.Y. Sabbath Committee, 
read the following letter from the Right Rev. C. P. Mellvaine, ex- 


plaining the failure of the arrangement for the delivery of the open- 
ing sermon: — 


“ Cincinnati, July 9, 1863. 
“Rey. AnD Dear Str, — ‘ 


“Tt is with great regret that I write that you must not expect me at 
the Sabbath Convention The effects of the warm weather are such already as to 
make me wholly incapable of anything more than just existence. I have scarcely 
strength left to conduct the family worship. How I am to work through the whole 
warm season, I cannot foresee. if it were merely to attend the Convention, I need 
not write so far before the time—one could wait and see, Bunt you must have a 


“ag 
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preacher, and somebody must be prepared to preach; and hence my concern. 
Don’t expect me. To write this note is a burden. The experience of last summer 
admonishes me what I must expect this year as long as the heat continues. May 
God graciously bless the Convention and the cause of His own blessed day—the 
oldest institution of the world—the single remnant of the outward forms and ap- 
pointments of the Church before sin entered—the first law published for man 
before man was made— made for man before man was made’—written not in his 
heart first, but in the record of creation before man arose to read it—created anew 
when the new creation came—when ‘the stone which the builders rejected became 
the head of the corner”—the day the Lord then made, May God bless the effort 

to honor and defend that most hallowed day. 
“ Yours affectionately, 
“C, P. Molzyatne, 

“ To the Rev. R. 8. Cook.” 3 


The Business Committee reported, as the first exercise, the reading 
of the paper on the Anglo-American Sabbath, by the Rev. Philip 
Schaff, D.D., of Mercersburgh, Pa., (see Sabbath Committee’s 
Document, No. XXVI.), which was heard with profound attention, and 
greeted with warm applause. [This paper was requested for publica- 
tion in the Princeton Theological Review, and has also been published 
in German and English by the American Tract Society, and widely 
circulated in the army by the Christian Commission. ] 

The Rey. Dr. Kenpricx, of Rochester University, N. Y., moved the 
reference of Prof. Schaff’s paper to a Special Committee; and the 
Rey. Drs. Kendrick and Budington, of N. Y., and Russell, of Massa- 
chusetts, were appointed such Committee, who subsequently presented 
the following Report : 


Resolved (1.), “ That this body tender to Dr. Schaff their very cordial thanks for 
his able and instructive essay on the Characteristics and History of the American 
Sabbath ; and would express the earnest hope that it may be printed and widely 
circulated throughout the land.” 

Resolved (2.), “ That, in the Anglo-American, as distinguished from the Continental- 
European, we recognize the true idea of the Christian Sabbath ; that we regard the 
Institution so conceived as essential to a vigorous life in our churches—to the 
maintenance of public morals, to the progress of our civilization, and to the pre- 
servation of our national life and our civil liberties ; and that, to guard and defend 
it against latitudinarian indifference, against the evil influences of civil war, against 
the assaults of irreligion and vice, and against the corrupting agencies of an im- 
migrant population, unaccustomed to its sacredness and hostile to its restraints, 
is the clear and irresistible duty of every Christian and every patriot. 


Professor Kenpricx then addressed the Convention substantially as 
follows :— 


The resolutions express but very feebly and very imperfectly the sense of the 
Committee; and certainly my own sense individually of the value and ability of 
that essay, of the noble sentiments with which it was filled, the very timely and 
very just views which it expressed in regard to the idea, the sanctions and the 
sanctity of our American Sabbath, and in regard to the vital importance—the 
vital importance—I know no stronger word than that, of our maintaining this in- 
stitution, this safeguard, inviolate for our well-being, both as Christians, as a. 
church and as a community, both for the preservation of our religious and of our 
civil and our social institutions, I believe, sir, that the importance of the Christian 
Sabbath it is impossible to overstate. Iam very sure that very few of us havya- 
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ever come up to an adequate sense of its inestimable value. The venerable brother 
who opened the Convention yesterday with a few remarks, expressed the trinity 
of ideas, the trinity of facts—outward, manifest facts—upon which the whole struc- 
ture of our religious institutions rests—the Bible, the Church, the Sabbath. I 
will not undertake to say which of these is intrinsically the most important; but. 
I do not believe it erroneous to say, that they are all three practically of equal 
importance, and that we might just as well give up one as another, for we could 
no better maintain the influence of the Bible and the Church without the Sabbath 
than we could maintain the Church and the Sabbath without the Bible. Practi- 
cally, sir, in my judgment, they are intertwined inextricably, indissolubly inter- 
twined, and they stand or fall together. I was very much struck with that 
beautiful exhibition yesterday morning of the character of the Sabbath in its 
threefold aspect. It is by no means new; but I was delighted to hear it so clearly 
and so beautifully expressed. The Sabbath as incorporated in the very system 
of creation; the Sabbath as lying in the very idea of creation, and thus opening 
and shedding its benignant light on man at the very dawn of the history of time ; 
the Sabbath referred back to the rest of God, and thus demanding a corresponding 
rest of his creatures, This is the basis, I believe. Ihave no question of that 
physical necessity which was so ably exhibited to us last evening—that physical 
necessity of the rest of the Sabbath. We need that rest—we need a seventh-day 
rest; and God has so constituted man that he can never set it aside; that he can 
never alter it; that he can never modify it without irreparable loss. And then 
the next step: the Sabbath was re-enacted, was incorporated with the moral law, 
when God descended on Sinai, It was, to be sure, here united with various insti- 
tutions and observances which were repealed by Christianity ; but the Sabbath, as 
an element of the moral law, stands among the ten commandments—stands incor- 
porated in the two tables, forever to maintain its influence and its power as an 
authoritative expression of the law of God in regard to the observance of the Sab- 
bath, And, finally, the Sabbath thus originating with creation, thus laying its 
foundation in the physical foundations of man, thus re-enacted by Jehovah, and 
resting upon the immutable foundations of the moral law, is not repealed, but is 
transferred as to the day of celebration, and is irradiated, purified, glorified by 
being connected with the blessed mysteries of redemption. And thus the Sabbath 
in nature, the Sabbath in morals, the Sabbath laying its foundations in the essen- 
tial, physical and intellectual constitution of man, the Sabbath guarded by the eternal 
sanctions of the moral Jaw, the Sabbath clustering round it all the gushing grati- 
tude and love which are inspired by the redemption of Calvary, and by our love 
to our glorified and interceding Redeemer—the Sabbath has been thus guarded, 
thus hallowed—has these sanctions thrown round it by its great author. How, 
then, are we to regard it? How are we to receive it? Does it not stand in one 
most important sense as a pillar and ground of all truth and of all true human 
progress and prosperity ? Is not the Sabbath essential to the permanence of our 
institutions? I should like to see, sir, a full exhibition, a much fuller exhibition 
than I have ever seen of the power of the Sabbath as an intellectual educator. 
Just think of the ideas, that great class of ideas—Christian ideas—which are 
brought before the community on the Sabbath-day, and which, if the Sabbath were 
abolished, would cease to form a part of our intellectual and our moral life—the Sab- 
bath as an intellectual and moral educator, the Sabbath in its physical influence, 
the Sabbath in its moral influence,- The Sabbath, then, sir, may we not regard it 
as an exponent of our religious and moral life. I believe that it isso; and that pre- 
cisely in proportion as our ideas of the Sabbath, and as our observance of the Sab- 
bath rise or sink, precisely in that proportion will the whole tone of our moral and 
religious life be elevated or lowered. Not merely will the abolition of the Sabbath, 
or will the lowering of the tone of the Sabbath, open the flood-gates to vice and 
irreligion, and that is enough ; but, sir, just in proportion to our idéa of the Sab- 
bath, to our conception of its importance and its sacredness, will be our whole 
theory regarding the matter of religion, will be the whole tone of our sentiment 
and belief, will be the whole tone of our religious life. If we hold the Sabbath 
at a low rate, if we turn this holy day into a holiday, the whole system of religion 
will, in our conception, be correspondingly lowered; God will become little more 
than the Jupiter of the ancients, religious truth will lose all its sacredness, heaven and 
-hell will cease to be words of any serious import, and our whole system of religion 
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will degenerate into little more than a system of baptized paganism. We cannot 
lower the Sabbath, we cannot lower its teachings and our conceptions in regard 
to it, without bringing down with them not merely our present, practical mora- 
lity and religion, but without debasing and destroying the very standard by which 
alone our practice could be brought up to the true point of religion, to the point 
of right, moral and religious practice. Thus it seems to-me that the Sabbath 
stands here as the very gateway of our religious life, as the central point around 
which, not only our religious practice, but all our religious ideas and sentiments, 
our whole religious life, will turn.—I hope then, sir, that we shall go home from 
this Convention—I trust that I shall—with an augmented conception of the value 
and of the importance of maintaining the Christian Sabbath. I trust that we 
shall feel that it is the corner-stone of our religious and political institutions ; and 
we cannot sir, we cannot, I was going to say, annihilate the Sabbath without anni- 
hilating ourselves. We cannot annihilate the Sabbath at all; it is God’s institu- 
tion, and He will take care of it, He will preserve it ; but we may destroy ourselves, 
we may bring upon ourselves the penalties of a violated Sabbath. God, sir, will 
honor his Sabbath always; He will honor his truth always. The poet has said, 
“Truth crushed to earth will rise again.” There is only one mistake in that line: 
truth cannot be crushed to earth. We may crush it out of our own hearts; we 
may isolate ourselves from the truth ; we may remove ourselves from its influence 
and its power ;. but truth is the child of God, and shines forever in its own unim- 
paired and eternal life. And so with the Sabbath; we cannot annihilate it, we 
cannot destroy it. God will vindicate it either by rewarding its observance, or by 
punishing its violation. Asa people, I trust that we shall yet be a Sabbath-obsery- 


ing people. 


Messrs. Carson and Starr, of New York, continued the discussion, 
urging the importance of practical action for the defence of the Sabbath, 
and requesting information as to the measures of reform adopted in 
New York city. 

On motion of Mr. Norman White, the members of the special com- 
mittee, with Messrs. Starr and Carson, and the Business Committee 
were appointed a joint committee to prepare a series of practical reso- 
lutions for the consideration of the Convention, 


Tuesday evening’s session was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
Thornton A. Mills, D. D., of New Jersey, and was devoted to the 
Address of Willard Parker, M. D., of New York, on “ The Sabbath in 
its Physiological Relations to Man,” which was referred to 2 committee 
consisting of the Hon. Peter Parker, M. D., of the District of Colum- 
bia, Albert Smith, M. D., of New York, and the Rev. J. W. Wellman, 


of Massachusetts, who subsequently reported as follows: 


Your Committee, to whom was referred the essay of Dr. Willard Parker on 
“The Sabbath in its Physiological Relations to Man,” beg leave to report: That it 
is their judgment, that the physiological facts, statistics and arguments presented 
by Dr. Parker forcibly exhibit the great truth, that the divine law instituting the 
Christian Sabbath is founded not merely in the sovereignty of the divine pleasure, 
but is in strict conformity to the physical necessities and the highest well-being 


_of man, in time; and that in the obeying of this law, the highest good of man 


individually and collectively is promoted. ' ‘ 
Your Committee express their conviction, that by placing the essay in a perma- 
nent form, a yaluable contribution to the treasury of facts and arguments showing 
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the fitness, in the nature of man, of the institution of the Christian Sabbath, will 
be secured. 

They recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the most cordial thanks of this Convention be, and hereby are, 
tendered to Dr, Willard Parker, of the city of New York, for his able and excel- 
lent paper upon the physiological adaptation of the Christian Sabbath to man, 
read before this Convention last evening, and that a copy of the same be requested 
for publication under the direction of the Sabbath Committee. ; 


[The incessant professional engagements of Dr. Parker have precluded 
the preparation of his address for publication. ] 


The morning session of Wednesday was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Thomas H. Stockton, D. D., Chaplain of the last Congress. The 
Rev. Henry B. Smith, D. D., Professor in the Union Theological 
Seminary, New York, read a paper on “ The Philosophy of the Sab- 
bath,” which was referred to a committee consisting of the Rey. How- 
ard Crosby, D. D., of New York, the Rev. Thomas Brainard, D. D.. 
of Philadelphia, and Rev. Matson M. Smith, D. D., of Connecticut, 
who subsequently made the following report : 


Resolved, That it is eminently necessary for the maintenance of our national 
prosperity and the growth of Christian civilization, that the public mind should 
appreciate the great principles on which rests the observance of the Sabbath, the 
knowledge of which will form a safeguard against suggestions of the local, tempo- 
rary and obsolete character of the Holy Day. 

Lesolved, That the claims of the Sabbath, urged by God’s Word, are therein 
bounded by no limits of time or place, and have corroborating evidences of their 
perpetuity and universality in the physical, mental and spiritual needs of human 
nature, as exhibited in the individual, the family, society and the state, 

Resolved, That the Sabbath was made for man, in conformity with the truth 
that man was made for the worship of God, and that, living in time, he must set 
apart some portion of time for this worship; and thus not sensuous gratification, 
but growth in holiness, should be the object sought in the observance of the day ; 
in other words, that the Sabbath is not a holiday, but a holy day, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due and hereby tendered to 
Rey. Dr. Smith, for his clear and forcible exposition of these principles, and that 
a copy of his paper be requested for publication 


[Dr. Smith’s pressing engagements have thus far prevented the re- 
vision of his able paper for the press. | 


Wednesday Evening. Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Holdich, of the 
American Bible Society, New York. 

The Rev. Mark Hopkins, D. D., President of Williams College, 
read a paper on “Zhe Sabbath and Free Institutions,” [see Sabbath 
Committee’s Doe, No, xxix.] which was referrred to a committee con- 
sisting of the Rev. Charles Hodge, D. D., of Princeton, N. J., the Rev. 
John Wayland, D. D., of Saratoga, N.Y., and Wm. J. King, Esq., of 
Rhode Island, who subsequently reported the following : 
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Conventional forms of commendation are entirely inappropriate, because entire- 
ly inadequate, as an expression of the judgment of this Convention on the remark- 
able discourse delivered in its hearing by the Rey, Dr, Hopkins, After a clear 
and profound analysis of the nature of freedom and of free institutions, the distin- 
guished author presented the following propositions: /trs¢, that a religious ob- 
servance of the Sabbath would secure the permanence of free institutions, Sec- 
ondly, that without the Sabbath religiously observed, such institutions cannot be 
secured, And, Zhirdly, that the civil, as based on the religious Sabbath, is an in- 
stitution to which society has a natural right, precisely as it has to property. 

These propositions were demonstrated by a process of reasoning simple and ir- 
resistible, and, we may add, majestic, The third of these propositions, viz.: That 
socicty has a natural right to the civil Sabbath, is one of special interest and im- 
portance, It furnishes a firm foundation on which to rest the rights and duty of 
the community to protect the Sabbath by civil legislation, 

This may be admitted and asserted without ignoring or denying other, and, 
perhaps, higher grounds for such legislation, It is a historical fact, that this is a 
Christian and Protestant country. It isan admitted fact, that Christianity is part 
of the common law of the land. From these facts it would seem to follow that we, 
asa community, are as much bound to protect the civil Sabbath, as we are to en- 
force the Christian law of marriage, or to secure the sanctity of judicial oaths, 

The Convention believing that the discourse of Dr, Hopkins is singularly adapt- 
ed to the exigencies of the times, not only tender him their profound thanks for 
its preparation and delivery, but request a copy for publication, that it may take 
its place as one of the standards of our Protestant Christianity. 


The Rev. H. D. Ganse, of New York, from the Joint Committee, 
reported the following 


RESOLUTIONS, 


Resolved, That this Convention earnestly appeals to every American Christian 
to exert his greatest personal influence in behalf of the due and hearty observance 
of the Christian Sabbath, 

Resolved, That in view of the history of the Sabbath Committee of New York, 
the Convention recommends the formation of local organizations as the most prac- 
ticable and hopeful means not only of removing loeal evils, but of educating that 
just popular sentiment without which no general reform can be sustained; and 
that the New York Committee be hereby requested to encourage the formation of 
such organizations by the continued diffusion of its most valuable documents, and 
by such other means as may be within its power, P 

Resolved, That, our present national perils assail not only momentous political 
and moral interests, but the Sabbath itself, upon the permanence and sanctifica- 
tion of which those interests depend; and, therefore, that no duty of patriotism is 
more pressing than the reverent observance and vigilant defence of that day. 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this Convention, as of all Christians and 
good citizens, are due to the President of the United States, and to the many 
eminent officers, both military, naval and civil, who with him have striven to 
guard the Sabbath from the encroachments of war, and so have set forth its divine 
authority and its priceless value, 

Resolved, That this Convention also gratefully recognizes and commends that 
Christian consistency by which at least some of our large and well-known corpor- 
ations refuse to seek the increase of their gains by the desecration of God’s Holy 


Day. 
The Rey. Mr. Ganse said :— 


I have only one word to add to the reading of this report. It was suggested 


_ this morning that practical points to be discussed and acted npon, might with pro- 


riety be here presented, and your committee in preparing these resolutions did 
not fail to observe how easily they might be criticised in this particular, namely : 
that they seemed to propose so little that is definite and practical, ‘There are very 
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many specific evils which we very easily could have noticed and assailed; but, 
guided by the prudent and successful course of the New York Sabbath Committee, 
we have thought it proper only to propose that which we thought apparent. And 
therefore considering that if individual Christians could be brought up to the dis- 
charge of individual duty, and_if, added to that, local organizations upon the model 
of the New York committee, so far as circumstances might allow, could be origin- 
ated, we should then secure the working of influences which will produce results 
not only in specific localities, but the education of a general and popular feeling 
that would enable the friends of God’s holy day by and by to move to the accom- 
plishment of any grand result which they might desire. 


Thursday Morning.—Prayer by the Rev. Dr. McDonald, of Prince- 
ton, N. J. 

The Rev. R. V. Rogers, Rural Dean, was welcomed as a delegate 
from the Sabbath Reformation Society of Kingston, Canada West, 
with full credentials. The crowded hours of the Convention, and the 
omission of the evening meeting on Thursday, deprived the body of 
the pleasure of hearing the statements of Rev. Mr. Rogers, and the 
addresses of many other eminent friends of the Sabbath. 


The Resolutions reported by the Joint-Committee were announced 
as the order of the day, and gave rise to the following discussion : 


ADDRESS OF MR. NORMAN WHITE, 


Haying been connected with the New York Sabbath Committee from its 
organization, I haye been requested to make a brief statement in regard to 
its agency in promoting the observance of the Christian Sabbath. I will first 
correct a misapprehension which may possibly rest upon the minds of some of the 
members of this Convention, From the course of remarks here it might be inferred 
that the Committee have accomplished their work. If such an impression exists, 
it should be dismissed. We would be thankful that we have been enabled to do 
something ; but we are only on the threshold of our work, and are seeking for 
light in regard to further steps to be taken. The work already done, altho 
most important in its influence and bearings, is comparatively little. That which 
is to be done cannot be measured. If the friends of the Sabbath suppose that by 
holding a convention, or a series of conventions, or local meetings, they can accom- 
plish in one year, or ten years, this important reform, they misapprehend the mag- 
nitude of the question. It is a lifelong work. So long as selfishness and sin exist 
there must be unceasing vigilance. 

I will make a brief explanation of the origin and efforts of the New York Sab- 
bath Committee: The friends of the Sabbath had for many years felt great solici- 
tude in consequence of the rapid increase of Sabbath desecration, and good citizens 
frequently conferred together upon the subject. But the difficulties to be encount- 
ered were so great that no organized effort of a permanent character was made 
until the spring of 1857. In the méantime, however, steps were taken by sincere 
and earnest friends of the Sabbath to abate some of the more glaring Sabbath 
nuisances. But those efforts proved abortive, and those engaged in them were 
subjected to vituperation and ridicule in the Sunday Press. In the winter of 1856 
and the ensuing spring there were public demonsfrations showing such an utter 
disregard of the rights and feelings of the Christian community, that the friends ot 
the Sabbath were convinced that they must take up the question or lose the Sab- 
bath as a day of quiet rest. Ata conference of a few gentlemen it was agreed 
that a circular should be issued, inviting about one hundred persons to attend a 
private meeting to confer upon the subject. And here I may say, that such was 
the feeling of despondency and despair on the part of many good men, that when 
requested to sign the call for a meeting, they felt much doubt as to the expediency 
of attempting anything, and some refused, belivving that it would do more harm 


than good. They said every effort which has heretofore been made has failed, and 
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left us worse off than we were before. The meeting was held, and the attendance 
was encouraging. Statements were made and facts presented which were startling ; 
many could hardly believe them, But they were true, and the whole truth was 
not stated. It was unanimously resolved to take up the matter. At this meeting 
the New York Sabbath Committee was appointed, consisting of about twenty lay- 
men, representing five different denominations. 

As soon as the committee were organized the ground was surveyed, and by can- 
vassing the city systematically, much important information was gained. At every 
step the work appeared more and more formidable, all previous efforts served only 
as warning beacons, It was deemed indispensable that we should have a secretary 
whose whole time could be given to the work, After a delay of several months 
the committee providentially obtained the services of the Rey. R. 8. Cook, and he 
entered upon his labors in the autumn of 1857. In prosecuting our work it was 
necessary to have the aid of the public press. We could reasonably expect the 
hearty codperation of the religious press. But we soon learned the importance of 
haying the support of the secular press also; and we are glad to be able to say 
that, with the exception of the Sunday papers, most of the secular journals not 
only gave us their aid in the outset, but they have continued with us, and some- 
times under circumstances when we could hardly have expected it. But another 
portion of the public press, whose papers were issued on the Sabbath, opposed our 
efforts at every step, and their columns were filled with vituperation and falsehoods 
of the grossest character. We took no notice of their abuse and slanders, and 
neither replied to, nor corrected any misrepresentations which appeared in those 
papers, and they were greatly disappointed that they could not draw us into con- 
troversy upon false issues. We went steadily on with our work regardless of the 
slanders of our enemies. We started with the determination not to go into doubt- 
ful questions about the theory of the Sabbath, but took up practical questions, 
glaring nuisances and public immoralities that all good citizens felt should be 
abated. We determined to pursue this work with moderation—and we would say to 
our friends from different parts of the country, that whenever they enter on this 
reform they will find that it is only by patience and perseverance, combined’ with 
moderation, that they can hope for success. We must not lose sight of the fact 
that the public mind has become very lax upon this question: we must strive to 
bring it up to a higher standard, especially in our larger towns, where there are 
great numbers of foreign birth, and especially those from Continental Europe, 
whose education and associations have led them to take a different view in regard 
to the sanctity of the Sabbath from that generally held among our native-born 
population. We are in danger of losing sight of the fact that there is in the Chris- 
tian heart a spontaneous impulse which impels us to grapple at once with whatever 
we believe to be wrong, without waiting for that preparation of the public mind 
which is absolutely necessary to insure success, We not only met this feeling in 
others, but we had to withstand it in ourselves. Good men would come to us and 
tell us, “ Now is the time to take hold of this and that abuse of the Sabbath.” If 
we had listened to one-tenth of such suggestions and tried to carry them out, we 
should have broken down, and our committee would not have continued in exist- 
ence a twelye-month. We must look at this question in all its bearings, and keep 
in mind that the great majority of the community have not given it that considera- 
tion which will lead them to appreciate its importance. Moderate and reasonable 
measures will invariably insure the approval of good citizens, “ Conscience en- 
lightened will always take the side of the Sabbath.” The papers which have been 
read to this Convention are of great value. We want to present them to the com- 
munity. We cannot overrate their influence. 

We were told that new laws of a more stringent nature must be had before we 
could do anything. But we found that in most cases we had laws enough ; what 
we wanted was the faithful enforcement of laws already enacted. Our authorities 
said we are ready to execute the laws if we can be sustained by public opinion, 
and the press. With the state of society which now exists, with the freedom 
which every man feels in taking part in the affairs of the government, we cannot 
successfully carry out any great reform, however good, unless the magistrates are 


‘sustained by public sentiment. The New York Sabbath Committee may, from 


their own experience, be able to throw some light in regard to measures best cal- 
culated to insure success, This is a great and glorious cause; let us put our hands to 
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it with manly Christian spirit, trusting in God; and notwithstanding the embar- 
rassments and difficulties which we may meet, we may be sure, if we do our duty, 
we shall succeed. Such arguments as have been presented here will tell. They 
will influence minds which control the public mind. We must go on with patience 
and perseverance, and if those from whom we might expect better things do not 
give us their countenance and support, we must not be impatient. 

Under God, the work is in the hands of the Christians of the country. 

The public heart responds to this effort, and we shall sueceed if we do our duty. 
Let each man return to his home with the determination to prosecute this work 
faithfully, ask the friends of the Sabbath to unite in it in earnest, ask your pastors 
to instruct their congregations, bring out all the facts that have a bearing upon 
the subject,—and you will meet with a suecess which will be most gratifying. 


THE REY. H. D. GANSE’S ADDRESS. 


The statement which has just now been made to us, presents the New York 
Sabbath Committee as it is regarded by one of its most earnest and effective 
members and its chairman. I have been an observer of that Committee for a 
series of years, and have had opportunity of knowing intimately of its work ; and 
perhaps it cannot be uninteresting or unprofitable if I employ a short space in 
speaking of the impression which that Committee has made upon those who have 
observed it. I do this the more readily because I think that the point of those 
resolutions which have been reported to you lies in the second. If this Conven- 
tion shall be effective, if good fruit and lasting fruit shall grow out of this gather- 
ing, it shall be, not by the passage of resolutions, but by the acting upon that 
resolution permanently, which enjoins, not only personal devotion to Gud’s Holy 
Day, but the formation of local organizations. We are here to-day, not ereeping 
in the dark, but following the light of a shining track, and if we go home to do 
over again as nearly as we can what the New York 8S. Committee has done in that 
metropolis, we shall find most important results following on this meeting, This 
Committee set out to do something, and in accomplishing their results, we need to 
think first of the-agents, then of the ends, and then of the methods. The agents 
have been laymen, Christian laymen, not ministers; and that partly, indeed, for 
the reason that has been suggested, but, I doubt not, for another reason also: not 
only to shield the ministry from the criticism of others, but in order that the or- 
ganization might not seem, on the face of it, to be so ecclesiastical to those who 
need to be conciliated, For this reason, the Sabbath Committee identified itself 
with no church, but held its anniversariesin a public hall, not for lack of devo- 
tion, but that they might not seem to be offensive to those whose opposition would 
be invited. They were laymen—they were among our first laymen in New 
York. Piety had blessed them, and piety had made them thrifty; and their 
thrift, and the experience by which it had come to them, had made them among 
the wise men of all our city. ‘They were men who upon ’Change were recognized 
as those who could not be tampered with.’ No man would think to get a good 
bargain out of them; and, therefore, when they put their hands to this enterprise, 
the whole community knew that they had the sinews of war under their control, 
They never came before our community begging for money. They did their own 
work, they engineered their own shiv, and they supplied their own vessel, and 
were themselves her crew. 


Me. Wurrz.—Will Mr, Ganse allow us to do justice to the friends of the Sab- 
bath? The Christian men of New York, outside of the Sabbath Committee, 
have responded most readily and most liberally to every call that has been made 


upon them, There have been no public calls, but private application has been 
met with the utmost liberality. 


Rev. Mr. Gansu.—But the point which I am making stands. It is this, that the 
community came very soon to get a large idea of the means at the command of 
the Sabbath Committee, so that one of the Sunday papers came to say that a 
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million of dollars was in their treasury, and men thought it hopeless to brave a 
power so strong as this, Laymen began the work and carried it on, and that by 
resources that were not solicited from the general public, These were the agents; 
now what were the ends? The ends were specific, and near, and feasible. Not 
the making of a Sabbath code that was to be published, or that was to be at- 
tempted to be enforced, but the grappling with evils that can be mastered. At 
first they thought to shape public opinion, but they found that the way to do that 
was to take those monsters of public contempt and throttle them. They set to 
work to do that with a prudence and wisdom which, I hesitate not to say, have 
commanded the approbation—I had almost said the wonder—of our community, 
in a degree by which those sentiments have been commanded by no Christian en- 
terprise that has been undertaken in that city surely within my knowledge. 
These ends they have attempted to gain. Some of them were the enactment of 
new laws where old ones were not sufficient; for example, the suppression of 
concert saloons and the Sabbath theatres. For the most part, however, their 
great work was in enforcing laws now in existence, And here let me say, that 
those who enter into this work will not have to do much with legislation, There 
are plenty of good laws. How did they proceed? By personal effort ; and they 
were merchants, or lawyers, or whatever else, men whose own concerns might 
‘well employ their time; but they gave themselves to the work. Understand 
this,,you who wish the Sabbath cause to be set forward in the land. If it were 
necessary, they lobbied; if it were necessary, they visited editors. To the exe- 
eutors of the law they explained matters, They called with their friends in num- 
bers so large as to sway those whom they visited; they called upon mayors, in 
order that it might be understood that there was a large sentiment of Christian 
piety that rallied in favor of the Christian Sabbath, And this work was not done 
ina week, or a month: it is still doing, They have been careful _to conciliate 
every help. There is a way, indeed, by which much help can be* repelled and 
discarded, and that is, to announce your programme in terms so broad that many 
® good man, not well informed, perhaps, may be ready to chaffer with you about 
your terms, There isa better way. Take the concrete evil, which you hate with 
your Christian heart, and that man hates with his patriotic heart; take the con- 
erete evil, and you are not abating a hair of your Christian principle. Come back 
with prayer to God and faith in Christ; and if this man, without a prayer, and 
with no faith, will yet stand shoulder to shoulder with you, let him work. If he 
asks you your creed, never hide it; but if without setting forth your points of dif- 
ference you can work, work. There has not failed to be sympathy between the 
Bishop of the R. Catholie Church in New York and the members of this Committee 
in some points. Another dignitary of that Church expressed to one of the friends 
of this cause the great gratification that he felt at their labors, and he declared 
that the shutting up of the Sunday liquor shops had increased their R. Catholic 
congregations within a few weeks to the amount of some ten thousand, 

The Press has been alluded to. I will allude to it again, only to say this: 
Where there shall be a tithe of all the distinguished tact which has marked the 
agency of this society, gentlemen will find that those who control the Press will 
be accessible to their suggestions, and glad to use their help; and in every village, 
and every town, and every city, if you will only have something of the wisdom 
of the serpent, you shall be able to sway those who sway the community, and to 
get your most important ends gained. 

Now I hasten to speak very briefly of the results which have been attained by 
this prudent course. To a great degree the liquor-shops are closed on Sunday; 
the abuse of news-crying was early suppressed; the concert-saloons, which flaunted 
all along the principal thoroughfares, and beguiled multitudes of our youths to 
their destruction, have been closed; the Sabbath theatres are also; and in very 
many other respects, to which I need not refer particularly, the Sabbath laws al- 
ready in existence have been enforced. These gentlemen do not by any means 
claim that their work is done, but we who live in New York know they have done 
_ so much, that we, with them, thank God and take courage. I think their chief 
work has not been this: it has been partly in the education, partly in producing 
the expression of a wholesome public sentiment. Those Sabbaths of our child- 
hood, those Sabbaths first, with the light of God’s grace, and the sweet strains of 
our sanctuaries, and the love of our mothers,—those Sabbaths were principles in 
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our hearts before the Sabbath Committee claimed to set them forth in their true 
position, But when there were leaders for the host, there were hosts for the leader, 
The result has been, that there has been rallied in the city of New York a multi- 
tude who are ready to stand by these men,—a host so large and so mighty, that I 
do not hesitate to say, they feel to-day a strength in comparison with which the 
best hopes of their beginnings were utter weakness. 

Another remark: These gentlemen have done a great work in this regard: in 
defining in the public esteem the distinction between the religious and the civil 
Sabbath, and so disabusing men’s minds of a sincere opposition to their work, and 
destroying the foundation of many a sophistical objection, They say, “ You are 
interfering with men’s consciences. We have no religion of State; and will you 
take the German and interfere with his Sunday theatre and drinking? It is an 
interference with conscience.” And you know that broad joke attempted by a 
. theatre in the Bowery, by which, indeed, they called their orgies their religion. 
The Sabbath Committee have made it to be understood most clearly that by law 
they defend only the civil Sabbath, and that by moral persuasion and by example 
they defend the religious Sabbath, They have stood upon the platform so grandly 
defined last night. They have felt, and the community has come to feel, that good 
men who choose to have a quiet Sabbath, needful to their soul’s health, are entitled 
by the law to have it. And so the lines are defined for us in New York, and for 
you throughout the land. 

Let not this be a Convention in which even the soundest papers shall haye been 
read, or the safest resolution passed, or the warmest feeling for the Sabbath ex- 
pressed, but a Convention from which you and I go forth to ask and to answer the 
question, What can I do where I live for the exaltation of God’s holy day? Select 
that one man of you for your town of whose heart you are surest, and before 
twenty-four hours shall have elapsed, be closeted with him, and tell him of what 
your heart is full, and consult how you shall set about it; and the blessing of the 
God of the Sabbath shall be upon the friends of the Sabbath, in their work and in 
their souls. I congratulate the members of the New York Sabbath Committee. 
They have given of their goods and they have given of their help; but while they 
live they shall look upon this as their life. They have done other things, but they 
have done nothing so great and nothing so well; and when the light and glory of 
God’s unending Sabbath shall be theirs, the joy of their memories shall be that 
they were suffered in the metropolis of this great nation to do their work in behalf 
of God’s day. 


ADDRESS OF WM. E. DODGE, ESQ. 


[Mr. Dodge illustrated the prudence of the leaders in this reform by 
citing the resolutions on the subject of Sabbath-breaking Railroads, as 
submitted to the Committee and as finally reported, and proceeded 
thus :] 


I wish to say a very few words in regard to this matter, having been connected 
for the last quarter of a century with railroads, in this country. I haye this be- 
fore my mind constantly, as one of the growing dangers of the country ; and I am 
confident that when the Christian community shall become fairly enlightened in 
regard to this source of danger and destruction, and when they shall ascertain by 
careful examination that there is no need of this desecration,—when Christian 
stockholders shall understand that the desecration of the Sabbath by railroads is 
an absolute loss to those railroad companies; when they shall find out that it is 
not only unnecessary to work on the Sabbath, but that it is positively injurious to 
them as stockholders,—when this shall be so set before the public by the various 
agencies that are to be put forth in the country by these associations that I trust 
are about to be inaugurated, then there may be a step forward, and that question 
asked in this first resolution may then be propounded to the hearts of the Christian 
stockholders: Can you continue to be a partner in a Sabbath-breaking concern ? 
and there will be such a response that railroad corporations in the country will feel 
it, and that no new railroad will be started until they first ask the question: Can 
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we obtain Christian men to take the stock of this railroad until we have satisfied 
them that it shail not go whistling and screaming through the country upon the 
Sabbath? It was said to me as a director in the New York and Erie Railroad, 
years ago, “ Sir, we have got to move our church: your trains come screeching 
along by our church during the hours of worship, and it is utterly impossible for 
us to proceed with worship.” Yesterday morning and this morning we were dis- 
turbed here by the locomotive It was not the Sabbath, and the locomotive should 
run; but how should we have felt if it had been on God’s holy Sabbath, and we had 
been interrupted by the steam-whistle and the rumbling of the train? Could the 
Christian stockholder sit and listen quietly, feeling that he was one of the part- 
ners in that concern? If it was known throughout this country that the public 
Christian sentiment had risen to such an appreciation of duty that no man would 
hold stock in a Sabbath-breaking railroad, how long, think you, would our railroads 
go through the country as they are now going? I said that there was no need of 
it. I was connected with one large railroad: I could not long remain so conscien- 
tiously,—I say now—and I hope it will not be considered egotism—I am connected 
with five railroad companies in this country, one of them having five thousand cars 
in daily operation, with nearly one hundred locomotives; and you go to the village 
where that railroad centres, and through the day it is one continual screech and 
scream of the steam-whistle and rumbling of the trains, You walk up‘on the Sab- 
bath morning; and look out on a railroad-dépdt of thirty acres, covered all over 
with cars and locomotives; and you may look up and down, and over to the men’s 
workshops, and you will not see a single human being stirring, unless it be a mul- 
titude of the dear children, as they cross along over the track, making their way to 
the Sabbath-schools. When you go into the Sabbath-school, you will find the super- 
intendent of the machine-shop sitting with his Bible-class, and you will find 
many a man who on a Saturday was covered with smoke and dirt and grease and 
coal, whom you would hardly speak to, perhaps, from his rough looks; you see 
him washed and clean, and clothed, and in his right mind, sitting with his Sab- 
bath-school class, inculcating in the minds of those children a regard for God’s holy 
Sabbath. What sort of men are those that gather round the Sabbath-keeping 
railroad? What sort of superintendents? what sort of agents? what sort of en- 
gineers, that run the engines? I tell you that the noble men of our country, the 
noble Young Americans of our country, who look to this great interest for their 
support, and in which they intend to rise, and who go and stand and take the 
break, and thus commence the knowledge of the business, seek those roads that 
keep the Sabbath, and that gives an entire character to the company, and the 
blessing of God rests upon these railroads, and every one of them is in a high 
state of prosperity; they are surrounded by Sabbath-keeping men. You owe 
it—every Christian stockholder owes it to the man who labors with all the 
powers of his mind and with all the energies of his body, six days in the week, 
a seventh day’s rest. Some of you may never have stood on the railroad engine, 
may never have watched the eye and the mind of the man who holds the break, 
running thirty/miles an hour,—danger all around,—knowing that he has a train of 
immortal beings; but that man has his mind, his thought, exercised intently six 
days in a week; he is entitled to rest. Take the man whose family, whose chil- 
dren, hardly know him, who goes week after week, toiling and toiling, and covered 
with dirt and smoke, and has no time to dress and meet his little family. You go 
on a Monday morning, and see a poor haggard-looking engineer, all dirty, kept 
up all day Sunday, and all night, and worn out, perhaps. He steps upon the en- 
gine; if you are a railroad man you feel intense anxiety all the time. But when 
you see a man come out—his working-clothes all washed and clean: he has had 
the rest of the Sabbath; he has gone to the house of God; he has felt himself a, 
man; associated with men; he now comes to his daily task, and you sit down 
in the car and take out your newspaper and read, and you feel safe under the 
providential hand of God, and in the hands of such an engineer, whose whole 
mind is bent upon the responsibility of carrying that train safely through. 
T say there is no need of working on Sunday. Is there any money made by the 
two trains that leave New York for the North on the Sabbath? Who are the pas- 
sengers that go? Are they those that would not goon Monday? No; and the 
engine that carries those men on Sunday would carry every one of them on Mon- 
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day, with every other passenger that wanted to go on Monday morning, at a clear 
saving of the entire cost of the train to the railroad. ‘ 

But I cannot, I will not detain you. Seeing a gentleman sitting here connected 
with me on the Executive Committee on another railroad, I will simply say to you, 
the manner in which we meet applications on that railroad—and it is a very large 
road—not the one I mentioned before—to work on the Sabbath. Within the last 
fortnight the engineer came to us and said, “1 know your principles, but we are 
placed under circumstances in which it becomes absolutely necessary for us to work 
next Sabbath.” ‘‘ What is the matter?’ we asked, “what is the matter?’ Said 
he, “ We have a bridge that is unsafe; we have forty or fifty trains running over 
it a day, and we see no other way in the world to repair it but to start all our force 
Saturday night and get it done by Monday morning.” Said my associate, “Is 
there anything that cannot be done on any other day?’ ‘‘ We shall have to stop 
the trains,” said he, “Then it is only a matter of dollars and cents, Just give 
notice to the corresponding railroads that there won’t be any trains, and take time 
and do the work.” Said the engineer, “I guess you are right; I often think that I 
have worked my men all day on Sunday to get a job on the road done, and on Mon- 
day and on Tuesday they were not worth a cent. I made up my mind I never got 
one inch ahead by working Sunday.” 

I simply want to say to my friends that this is a very excellent resolution. It 
is a little entering wedge. ‘“ It doesn’t take the bull by the horns,” one gentleman 
said. Gentlemen, if you are stockholders, if you expect to be stockholders in a 
railroad company, ask yourselves what the influence of railroads rushing through 
the country on the Sabbath is to have upon the country, Ask yourselves, in the 
language of the last speaker, What can you do? 


ADDRESS OF MR, FREDERICK STARR. 


I refer to railroad corporations as being now the most important in the land 
of Sabbath-breaking concerns in existence. I had occasion, some years since, to 
visit the railroad corporations extensively, examined their own books, and demon- 
strated what was then new to most of them—that the running on the Sabbath was 
a loss; that the gains were not equal to the losses. I demonstrated another fact— 
that the number of persons engaged in running the cars, taking those at the various 
cities, and all the flagmen, who were inconvenienced, and whose Sabbath was in 
effect destroyed, was greater than the number of persons accommodated by the 
passing of the train,—going to show that there was neither profit nor convenience, 
taken as a whole. The democratic principle is the greatest good of the greatest 
number. Why should these trains run, at the inconvenience of all the employees 
of the road, many of whom are poor men, for the convenience of a few, who would 
go on the morrow if the facility was not furnished? But the answer of the oppo- 
nents of stopping the train of cars which runs from the city of New York to Buf- 
falo, was, that the public demanded it. This was the great reply. I embodied at 
that time a larger amount of influence than I have ever known on any petition in 
the ied of New York, before or since, addressed to the different railroad compa- 
nies—for it was before the consolidation—requesting them to stop, and seeured 
resolutions passed by several of the companies favorable to stopping, and regret- 
ting that they would be required to carry the mail. I went to Washington and 
consulted the Postmaster-General. It was stated that the government had no de- 
sire to run the mail from New York to Buffalo if the people did not demand it; 
that they did not require the mail to be run if the people did not want it. And 
really, what consequence is it whether our letters are got one day earlier or not? 
The discrimination of a Sabbath mail is always in favor of those who will come to 
the post-office. It furnishes knowledge of which Christian men are debarred ; and 
here again you have a violation of the democratic principle. There is no kind of 
necessity for a Sabbath mail anywhere; the telegraph has superseded it. Yon, 
can transfer anything to any part of the land on Monday morning. The necessi- 
ties of human nature, as we have been shown by the beautiful essays which we 
have heard, which ought to be spread like snowflakes through this whole land,—w: 
have been shown that the necessities of human nature require the Sabbath, Fe 
that God was not mistaken when he promulgated as one of the ten commandments 
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“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy ;” and it seems to me that one of the 
great things to be done by this Convention is this: to scatter knowledge. I aver 
that the great mass of the community do not recognize the commandment for the 
Sabbath as equally obligatory with the commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” If 
we felt it so, Christian men holding railroad stock would refuse to-morrow to par- 
ticipate in it, But was there any different expression of that command? Was it 
not by the speaker set forth as entirely obligatory—as much so as the other? For 
he says, ‘I, who speak to you, command this;” and it was amid the most terrific 
scenes that had ever been witnessed, when the thunders roared, the lightnings 
flashed, and the trumpet of the Almighty, sounding long and loud, shook heaven 
and earth, And is it not equally obligatory on every man? I am aware that there 
are a yast amount of excuses for violations of the Sabbath—for a Sabbath mail, for 
a railroad train—but did not God know all about this when he gave that command- 
ment? Will he not reply to all this, “I knew all about that when I enacted the 
Sabbath law, and it was in view of all this that I gave this law to keep it holy.” 
It should be our object to correct public opinion, to elevate the Sabbath, to publish 
and distribute, as I have said, not only the documents to which we have listened, 
but these documents by the Sabbath Committee, and so have our ministers and our 
Christians everywhere talk about it, until we awaken such a sentiment as shall give 
to every human being in our Jand the rest and refreshment which the Sabbath alone 
can give. I live at Rochester. We have just now great cause to be interested in 
the Sabbath movement. Hitherto we have been saved, in some measure, from the 
trouble in other cities; but within the last few weeks our railroad South has been 
run on the Sabbath, for the mere purpose of conveying loafers from our city to 
Avon Springs, twenty miles. We have, within the last four weeks, started street- 
railroads in our city, and the papers published that on the first Sunday ten addi- 
tional cars were necessary to be put on to accommodate the Sabbath-breakers in 
our city. The country needs help. The untold thousands that are to come back 
from our armies, having lost the impressions of their early youth, what can we do 
to stay the tide of desecration? The New York operations certainly point out 
some of the methods in which it can be done. 


ADDRESS OF REV. THORNTON A. MILLS. 


I know we cannot have everything in our resolutions; but this question which 
we now have up suggests another point somewhat connected, which I wish could 
haye been embraced in a resolution, and that is the right and the propriety of 
Christians permitting their capital to desecrate the Lord’s day. In the fourth 
commandment it is said, “ Thou shalt not labor, thou nor thy son, nor thy daugh- 
ter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor 
any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates.” All that the man 
is and has and owns is to rest. Our Christian men put their capital, without care 
and consideration, into Sabbath-breaking corporations, and then run the risk of 
its not doing wrong or not being used to lead men to do wrong. _ It is like putting 
our necks into the devil’s halter and begging him not to draw the rope. He will 
do it whenever it may suit his malignity to do it; and in our efforts to promote 
Sabbath observance, I throw out this suggestion, that this, among other things, 
should claim consideration—that Christian men must keep their money free, just 
as much as they keep anything else, from violating the Lord’s day. While I concur 
with my Brother Dodge as to the propriety of approaching this subject wisely, I 
hope we shall not be too slow in our approaches, but that we shall let the whole 
truth come out. The railroads run over the country, the steamboats pass over the 
rivers, and desecrate the day. They injure those who witness them as they come; 
they injure those who go on them. Here is a train that wants a conductor, or a 
boat that wants clerks, They do not want to go and take the liquor-drinker’s 
‘son of the village, or the Sabbath-breaker’s son of the village, they could not trust 
him; they must take the son of some moral or pious man, perhaps of some godly 
widow, that has bowed to Christian law and been trained to virtue, a man in whom 
‘they haye confidence. He is the man they need, for they want an honest man; 
but after they get him, what do they do? They require him, for remuneration, to 
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violate the commandment of God. Now, sir, how long can any community or cor- 
poration expect a man to keep one commandment of God, when he is compelled, in 
ene way or other, to violate another? If you require a man to break the fourth 
commandment, where is your assurance that he will not break the eighth, and 
then the seventh, and then the sixth, and become a desperado ultimately? And 
these corporations are laying their hands on some of our best young men, our 
truest and noblest, and blasting them for time and for eternity; and must we not 
talk about it? Now, I am willing to reason with gentlemen on the ground of 
expediency to any extent; but I wish to make it ring through all this land, and 
from the lips of every Christian man, to every corporation that runs on God’s holy 
day, that they are performing an act of rebellion against God. I wish to say to 
the corporation that runs a train six hundred miles on the Sabbath-day, that they, 
if I may use the expression, commit a sin six hundred miles long. (Applause.) 
As we are drawing to a close, permit me to add a practical suggestion or two that 
have come to my mind as our discussions have proceeded. If we intend to make 
this Sabbath reform effectual, we must give ita good basis. We may persuade men 
to quit Sabbath-breaking for a time because it is unfashionable or inconvenient, and 
they will soon commence it again whenever it shall seem convenient or profit- 
able. Let us convince them that it is wrong. What the community needs, I 
think, is, more than anything else, a deep, widespread, fixed conviction that the 
Sabbath-law is a divine law, and that to break that law is to sin against God, We 
admit this in all our speeches. The documents which we have had, have set this 
trust before us; and yet that is the trust which lies at the basis—that is the 
truth which we must most fully and earnestly proclaim—that is the truth which 
we must never forget. There is a wrong in Sabbath-breaking; there is a sin 
against God, the maker and preserver and judge of all men, in Sabbath-breaking ; 
there is a sin against man, for Sabbath-breaking is one of the meanest kinds of 
oppression of our poor men. The other suggestions I would make more particu- 
larly to my brethren in the ministry. There are but very few congregations 
that are well instructed as to the mode of Sabbath-keeping. We preach sometimes 
the Sabbath-law; we tell them what we should not do; but we are, perhaps, not 
particular enough in giving instruction and information as to what may be done, 
and how it may be done, upon the Sabbath; and the result is, we sometimes place 
persons in the condition of the man out of whom the evil spirit went. The evil 
spirit left him for a time, but nothing better came in; the evil spirit came back, 
and the last days of the man were worse than the first. Sabbath-keeping is only a 
means to an end; and when we permit ourselves to rest in this, that we are to re- 
frain from work and amusement, without something beyond that we gain but very 
little. Iam well persuaded there is need of very much instruction on this point, 
if we are successfully to vindicate the Lord’s day. And another thought that has 
not been dwelt upon as much as I should have been glad to have seen it here, is 
the Sabbath observance in the family. There is a relaxation there. We are de- 
parting from the ways of the Coyenanter and the Puritan and the Christian of 
other days and other times,—the Christian who knew what it was to live and labor 
and strive and fight and die for truth and liberty and God; and we are reaching 
an enervating and enfeebled state.of things. Our children do not go from our 
household and family altars trained to observe the Sabbath with that strictness 
and that care and that interest and intelligence concerning it, which its high im- 
portance demands: and if we wish to carry out these great reforms we must se- 
cure that more be done at home. Let us go on with these organizations; they are 
needed, | hold, every one of them; I rejoice in their success; but let us go back 
to first principles in this matter, and then we shall have a success that will be 
permanent. 


ADDRESS OF MR. GEORGE H. STUART. 


Mr. Sruart, of Philadelphia, expressed his great pleasure in the discussion of 
the morning, and in the views of individual Christian responsibility uttered, and 
proceeded to give the following illustration of fidelity to the Sabbath and its results: 
Forty years ago a poor boy emigrated to America, and became the coachman of 
an eminent Philadelphia merchant, He entered the gallery of the old Scotch 
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Church in Spruce Street, and was converted under the sermon he heard. Shortly 
after, the merchant, with less regard for the Sabbath than his coachman, requested 
him to clean the carriage on the Sabbath. James modestly declined, assigning 
adequate reasons for his course. The merchant informed him that he could not 
remain in his service; but, on narrating the incident to his wife, the merchant 
found such an appreciation of James that he was retained; and, finding that he 
wrote an excellent hand, he was transferred to the counting-house. When I be- 
came acquainted with him, he was the head book-keeper, carrying in his pocket 
the key of the fire-proof, which contained millions of money and securities. I knew 
him in the Sabbath-school, in which his heart was turned to the heathen. When 
thwarted in an attempt to become a foreign missionary, he organized a society in 
Western Pennsylvania, by which he was sent and sustained in India from 1835 to 
1862. Then he founded one of the flourishing orphan schools in the empire, in 
which seventy-two boys were in training for the ministry at the time of his death. 
His influence was very great in the denomination at home he represented abroad, 
and is felt throughout India. His record is on high, and his life hinged on that 
occasion when he refused to break God’s Holy Day. Instead of dying a faithful 
coachman, he died a faithful missionary of the cross. His funeral services were 
performed by a native preacher whom he had rescued from the famine of 1841, a 
helpless orphan of the jungle. Remember that every minister and every layman, 
even the humblest, has influence, and that influence should be exerted in behalf of 
God’s holy Sabbath. 


On motion of Dr. Nathan Bishop, the thanks of the Convention were 
tendered to the President for the able manner in which he had per- 


formed the duties of his office. 


CLOSING ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemen of the Convention—As your labors are now brought to a close, though 
I feel entirely unworthy of the expression that has just been given me, yet let me 
say to you that no member of this Convention has listened to the very elaborate 
essays and discussions which have taken place here with more interest than myself. 
They haye endeavored, gentlemen, to impress upon your minds the great fact that 
the Christian Sabbath is of divine origin, and to show you what are its obligations, 
what its nature, and what its beneficent effects upon man, whether viewed individ- 
ually, or in the family, or in the state, whether with reference to this life or that 
which is to come. But what I wish to impress upon your minds, if it is in my 
power, Christian friends, is just this single sentence: If it be really true that the 
Sabbath has been made for man, then we have a Father in heaven, not a Governor 
merely ; if it be true that to us fallen, imbecile, helpless—oh ! if it be true that the 
Sabbath has been given us by God, then, I repeat it, we have a Father in heaven, 
whose sympathies are with us, whose tender concerns encompass us, and who, 
through his Saviour, hath given us life and immortality. Now, Christian friends, 
I want to say one word more, and that is all. I can well appeal, I know, to the 
experience of every Christian in this assembly, for it is the influence of the fall that 
is spread upon us all as moral beings, that engenders in the hearts of men skepti- 
cism and unbelief. You have felt it; I have felt it; I scarcely know the man in 
the world who has not felt it; and now when I know that I can read this great 
fact, as plain as the mountains, when I can hear the voice as distinct as was the 
voice on the Mount of Transfiguration, when J can know that my God has given 
me the Sabbath, I hold on to that great fact to sweep away all unbelief and all 
skepticism, and I go to the individual, I go to any man, be he who he may, and if 
I can make him believe this great fact, that the Christian Sabbath has been given 
by God to man, I have got a great fact upoa which I am prepared to argue the fun- 
damental principles of Christianity with him. I therefore did take _unspeakable 
pleasure in listening to that gentleman whose profession has called him to a more 
especial examination of the physical necessity of the Sabbath. If it be true that 
God has written it all over our constitution, that God has given us the Sabbath 
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and we cannot live without it, I have got a great fact that I will hold on to while 
I have life. I will be tenacious of that fact to meet all the efforts of infidelity in 
the world. It is a glorious- privilege of Christianity that it is founded in fact. 
Where is your Mohammedism? and where is your Buddhism? and where is your 
Brahminism? But Christianity is founded in facts. Give me the fact of the res- 
urrection of Jesus Christ, and [ have an argument that no man can gainsay. Give 
me the fact of the conversion of St. Paul; give me the fact of the day of Pentecost, 
and [ have an argument that can never be overthrown. I have come here and lis- 
tened to the proceedings of this Convention with unspeakable pleasure. I shall go 
home with the one great fact impressed upon me more than ever before, that God 
has really bestowed upon us this Sabbath. Iwill look at it as a pillar of light, a 
great rainbow that shall uphold and guide my faith and my confidence in my 
Father in Heaven, [Cheers.] 


The Convention then sang Wordsworth’s beautiful Sabbath Hymn, 
“ O day of rest and gladness,” and after the Benediction, by Rey. Dr. 
Holdich, adjourned sine die. 


